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science and not in the best interests of the
United States, may be waived in whole or in
part by the Speaker of the House.

(b) Investigation and report

An application for waiver of a claim shall be
investigated by the Chief Administrative Officer
of the House of Representatives who shall sub-
mit a written report of his investigation to the
Speaker of the House.

(c) Prohibition of waiver

The Speaker of the House may not exercise his
authority under this section to waive any
claim—

(1) if, in his opinion, there exists, in connec-
tion with the claim, an indication of fraud,
misrepresentation, fault, or lack of good faith
on the part of the officer or employee or any
other person having an interest in obtaining a
waiver of the claim; or

(2) if the application for waiver is received in
his office after the expiration of 3 years imme-
diately following the date on which the erro-
neous payment of pay or allowances was dis-
covered.

(d) Credit for waiver

In the audit and settlement of the accounts of
any accountable officer or official, full credit
shall be given for any amounts with respect to
which collection by the United States is waived
under this section.

(e) Effect of waiver

An erroneous payment, the collection of which
is waived under this section, is deemed a valid
payment for all purposes.

(f) Construction with other laws

This section does not affect any authority
under any other law to litigate, settle, com-
promise, or waive any claim of the United
States.

(g) Rules and regulations

The Speaker of the House shall prescribe rules
and regulations to carry out the provisions of
this section.

(Pub. L. 93-359, §3, July 25, 1974, 88 Stat. 395;
Pub. L. 104-186, title II, §204(76), Aug. 20, 1996, 110
Stat. 1742; Pub. L. 104-316, title I, §102(c), Oct. 19,
1996, 110 Stat. 3828.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-316 struck out ‘‘, if the
claim is not the subject of an exception made by the
Comptroller General in the account of any accountable
officer or official’’ before period at end.

Pub. L. 104-186 substituted ‘‘Chief Administrative Of-
ficer” for “Clerk”.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-186 substituted ‘“Chief Admin-
istrative Officer’” for ‘“Clerk”.

CROSS REFERENCES

Claims for overpayment of pay or allowances to em-
ployees of agencies generally, see section 5584 of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees.

§130e. Special Services Office

There is established, as a joint office of Con-
gress, the Special Services Office, which (under
the supervision and control of a board, to be
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known as the Special Services Board, comprised
of the Sergeant at Arms of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate, and the Architect of the
Capitol) shall provide special services to Mem-
bers of Congress, and to officers, employees, and
guests of Congress.

(Pub. L. 101-163, title III, §310, Nov. 21, 1989, 103
Stat. 1065; Pub. L. 104-53, title I, §112, Nov. 19,
1995, 109 Stat. 525.)

CODIFICATION
Section is from the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 1990.
AMENDMENTS

1995—Pub. L. 104-53 substituted ‘‘Sergeant at Arms”’
for ‘‘Clerk’ after ‘‘comprised of the’ and ‘‘Architect of
the Capitol” for ‘“‘Librarian of Congress’.

CHAPTER 5—LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Sec.

131. Collections composing Library; location.

132. Departments of Library.

132a. Appropriations for increase of general li-
brary.

132a-1. Obligations for reimbursable and revolving
fund activities; limitation.

132b. Joint Committee on the Library.

133. Joint Committee during recess of Congress.

134. Incidental expenses of law library.

135. Purchase of books for law library.

135a. Books and sound-reproduction records for
blind and other physically handicapped
residents; annual appropriations; purchases.

135a-1. Library of musical scores, instructional texts,
and other specialized materials for use of
blind persons or other physically handi-
capped residents; authorization of appro-
priations.

135b. Local and regional centers; preference to
blind and other physically handicapped vet-
erans; rules and regulations; authorization
of appropriations.

136. Librarian of Congress; appointment; rules and

regulations.
136a, 136a-1. Omitted.

136a-2. Librarian of Congress and Deputy Librarian
of Congress; compensation.

136Db. Omitted.

136¢. Authorized additional expenses and services
for which Library of Congress salary appro-
priations are available.

137. Use and regulation of law library.

137a, 137b. Omitted.

137c. Withdrawal of books from Library of Con-
gress.

138. Law library; hours kept open.

139. Report of Librarian of Congress.

140. Employees; fitness.

141. Duties of Architect of the Capitol and Librar-
ian of Congress.

142. Omitted.

142a. Office of administrative assistant and dis-
bursing officer in Library of Congress abol-
ished; transfer of duties to appointee of Li-
brarian.

142b. Certifying officers of the Library of Congress;
accountability; relief by Comptroller Gen-
eral.

142c. Enforcement of liability of certifying officers
of Library of Congress.

142d. Disbursing officer of the Library of Congress;

disbursements in accordance with voucher;
examination of vouchers; liability.



